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DISCLAIMER

This document contains confidential or proprietary 
information of GeSI. All information contained herein may 

only be disclosed to third parties with the prior written 
consent of GeSI. 



About GeSI

 A strategic partnership bringing together companies active in the ICT 
sector and international organisations committed to creating and 
promoting technologies and practices that foster economic, 
environmental and social sustainability, while driving economic growth 
and productivity

 Our mission: to be the globally recognized thought leader, partner of 
choice and proactive driver of the ICT sustainability agenda

 Our vision: A sustainable world through responsible, 
ICT-enabled transformation
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GeSI Members and Partners …
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http://www.huawei.com/


…Members and Partners
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http://www.unep.org/climatechange


Our Concept of Sustainability is Multi-Dimensional…
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Dimensions Opportunities

Connecting the Global 
Population

Reducing Emissions and 
Resource Consumption

Increasing Savings and Revenue 
Opportunities

Environmental Sustainability

Economic Growth

Social Inclusion
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Status of the world analysis: performance toward SDG achievement



IMPROVING PEOPLE’S 
QUALITY OF LIFE

FOSTERING EQUITABLE 
GROWTH

PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT

Maximizing the Impact of Digital on the SDGs
GeSI’s program of work focuses on enabling the world to meet the SDGs thanks to the application of 
digital solutions, and through the responsible practices of the industry. The GeSI Digital Access Index 
tracks the digital sector contribution to SDG achievement



Connectivity and digital solutions are indispensable to meet the SDGs by 2030

ICT SECTOR

2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals

Food & Housing
• Smart agriculture
• Smart building

Participation & Security
• E-government
• Smart police
• Real-time disaster warnings

Infrastructure & Environment
• Connectivity
• Smart energy

• Smart conservation
• Smart water 

management

Work & Business
• E-banking
• E-commerce
• E-work
• Smart manufacturing

Health & Learning
• E-health
• E-learning

Mobility
• Connected private 

transportation
• Smart logistics
• Traffic control & 

optimization



ICT will connect 2.5 billion more people to ICT thereby making a broad range of 
benefits available

New ICT connections 2015-2030 (billion connections)

Source: Gartner, Yankee, EIF, Accenture analysis #SMARTer2030

Total new connections

E-health beneficiaries

E-learning participants

2.5

0.5

1.6
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GeSI’s new report has a threefold purpose in the context of digital’s potential 
to catalyze SDG achievement

Context Threefold purpose

Share fresh insights about how digital solutions 
are already impacting the SDGs

Set a solid, evidence-based foundation for 
steering the digital industry’s impact on the 
SDGs

Define a robust and credible methodology for 
generating insights based on actual data and 
steering the digital industry’s impact 

The Sustainable Development Goals 

Digital solutions 
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17 SDGs correlated with digital access

Key results:
• Three relationship patterns: 

positive, negative, unclear
• 65% of SDGs with positive 

correlation
• SDGs with strongest positive links:

• SDG 9 (infrastructure, industry 
and innovation)

• SDG 3 (health and well-being)
• SDG 8 (decent work and 

economic growth)
• SDG with negative link: SDG 12 

(responsible consumption and 
production)

65% of SDGs have a positive relationship with an increase in digital access 
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GeSI’s new Digital Access Index allows the digital industry to accurately track 
its activities’ impact
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5% more digital access can have tangible impacts on SDG achievement on 
health, gender equality and CO2 emissions

+5%
Digital access
(as per Digital 
Access index)

-7.4%
Neonatal mortality per 1,000 
live births

= +2 babiessaved for every 

1,000 live births in Least Developed Countries

+0.5%
Years of schooling for girls 
and women (compared to 
boys and men)

= +2 weeks 
of schooling for each female learner

-1.6%
consumption-based CO2
emissions

=
~450 coal
plantsshut off globally

(average plant with 300 MW) 



The impact of digital on healthcare-related SDGs

Direct impact on SDG 3

Solution Targets benefitting the most from digital solutions

• Remote diagnostics video-conferencing
• Electronic data storage
• Augmented reality
• Wearables
• Biosensors
• Personalized medicine
• DNA sequencing
• …

• Reduce maternal mortality + death of children 
(3.1, 3.2)

• Reduce death from non-communicable diseases 
e.g. diabetes (3.4)

• Halve deaths/injuries from road accidents (3.6)
• Achieve universal health coverage (3.8)
• Improve training of health workforce (3.c)

E-healthcare could be available for 1.6 billion people worldwide by 2030, generating over $200 billion of 
additional revenues/year for the health sector



The impact of digital on healthcare-related SDGs

Indirect impact thanks to progress on other SDGs (examples)

Connectivity SDG 1: eradicate extreme poverty (1.1)

Smart agriculture SDG 2: end hunger and malnutrition (2.1, 2.2.)

Water management SDG 6: achieve universal access to drinking water, 
improve water quality (6.1, 6.3)

Clean energy SDG 7: increase share of renewables in the global 
energy mix (7.2)

Ecosystem conservation on land and water SDGs 14 and 15: reduced marine pollution (14.1), 
combat desertification and land degradation (15.3)

E-government SDG 16: reduce violence and deaths everywhere 
(16.1)



Global e-Sustainability Initiative
c/o Scotland House

Rond Point Schuman 6
1040 Brussels

Belgium
E-mail: info@gesi.org

Telephone: +32 2 282 8442
www.gesi.org 

To learn more:
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